
           STOP TAX FORECLOSURES OF OWNER-OCCUPIED HOMES! 
 
The Wayne County Treasurer is preparing to carry out tax foreclosures on close to 50,000 properties in 
Wayne County.  Many of these properties are owner-occupied homes, and the last thing we need is 
more families evicted from their homes in Detroit and Wayne County. 
 
Many families are facing tax foreclosures because taxes are completely out control and have no 
connection to the actual values of the homes.  Wayne County and the cities have failed and refused to 
carry out reassessments of the taxable values and the taxes of the homes involved in a timely or just 
manner.  This cannot be allowed to continue. An estimated 39% of Wayne County homeowners are 
“underwater” (the market value of their homes is less than their mortgage debt). Along with the bogus 
tax assessment, this has put a huge number of homeowners at the edge of, or in, foreclosure.  Even 
Mayor Dugan has admitted property tax assessment has been too high for years, and that this hurts the 
community. Not only should assessments be eased going forward, which he proposes, but tax 
assessments should be reduced retroactively and across the board for homeowners!  
 
Other families, including the Paramount homeowners (victims of a big developer’s scam), are facing 
tax foreclosure and immediate seizure of their homes because the original owners/sellers of the 
homes failed to record their interests in the properties and failed to pay the back taxes on the 
properties.  This means many families, like the Paramount homeowners, are facing tax foreclosure for 
taxes owed by the previous owner, taxes owed for the period before the families moved into the homes 
and took ownership of the homes.  This is unacceptable and will do nothing but create more abandoned 
homes, more blight and more vulture developers descending on our communities. 
 
Finally, Step Forward Michigan, controlled by the Michigan State Housing Development Authority 
(MSHDA), has $498 million in federal funds to prevent tax foreclosures, as well as mortgage 
foreclosures, but they are denying applications for assistance by the thousands, and not spending 
millions intended for distressed homeowners with only 22% of the funds spent as of the3rd Qtr. 2013.   
 
Instead of easing restrictions and streamlining paper work for Step Forward Michigan, and thus 
getting aid to tax and mortgage distressed homeowners:  
 
1). Governor Snyder seems more interested in spending money on advertising and publicity. Last year, 
many people were not even aware of Step Forward Michigan program. This year there is a massive 
publicity blitz, yet try and get questions answered or your paperwork processed promptly.  
 
2) As of 3rd Qtr. 2013 Step Forward money spent 14.4% for non-direct aid related costs. Now, a huge 
chunk, about $100 million (20% of the total Federal Funds allotted) is going to go to construction 
companies to remove abandoned houses.  Many of these homes, the Banks, mortgage companies, and 
Fannie Mae dumped on the cities and counties across the state, refusing to pay taxes, and shifting the 
cost of demolition to them. Again more money spent not to directly aid distressed homeowners! 
 
The first priority to address blight should be to prevent more foreclosures from happening by helping 
homeowners!  Foreclosures and evictions have been a windfall for: big vulture land developers, who can 
buy land cheap; and the Big Banks that make quick profits, way above market value, on foreclosures 
(including all mortgage penalties) from Fannie Mae! We have no alternative but to fight; otherwise the 
Wayne County Treasurer and the Governor will continue to allow the destruction our homes and our 
communities. They represent the wealthy few and the big developers, but they refuse to assist or 
work with honest homeowners and families trying to save their homes. 

Join us!  We meet every Thursday at 5:30 pm at 2120 Russell in Detroit.  That’s Old St. John’s Church, 
just off Gratiot, opposite the Eastern Market.  We meet prior to the regular 6:00 pm meetings of 
Detroit Eviction Defense 


